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Damico, Mabe, Mix
selected as top troops

By Stafl Set. David 1 Tors
Cargo Courier Staff Writer

Master gt August Damico, Tech, Szt Christopher Mix and Se-
nior Adrman Laurn Mabe have been selected as the Kentucky Adr
Guard's wop enbisted members for 19498,

The e who will represent the wing in the Adr Foree™s Cw-
stunding Airmen of the Year competition, were selected from a poo
of 3 applicants by o board of KvANG chiel master serpeunts.

The process was a difficull one becaose wll the candidales pos-
sessed outstanding gualities, said Chiel Master Sgr David Pope,
Koy ANG sentor enlisted advisor and president of the selection board.

“I lelt really charged up after two days of meeting these people
and listening o whit they had w say” he said. 10 was really re-
freshing to hedr some of the responses we got and the enthiusiasm
displaved. The core values of the Air Force were leaping oulacross
the fable, and we were very, very pleased.”

I the end. hoswever, the linal decisions were unanimous. Pope
saidd, despite the fact that voting was conducted through seeret bal-
Lor,

“They represent the best amone the best,”
A aned Muabe.

Dramico 15 the full-time NCOIC of Communications Systems
Suppon for the Kentucky Adr Guard s 205th Combat Commurnica-
tons Sqladron,

He was instrumental in garmering the 2051h™s first ever “omu-
standing™ grade in o rated area during last year's Operational Readi-
ness nspection alter he helped install a welephone nevwaork live hours
ahead of the inspectors” deadline.

The 20-vear KvANG member also siepped forward to assume
severil addiional duties, including hazardous muterial certifier, It
was in this capacity that Dumico again aided his unit’s ORI by
ensuring faultless performance,

“1 think Sergeant Damico’s winning ol this award 15 justly de-
served,” sad Moo Neall Muollaney, detachment commander of the
2051th. “He's been out here working with the Kentucky Air Na-
tional Guard for over 240 vears, and 'm proud to have him as part of
the team.”

Damico, who also s deeply invalved in educational activities a
his daughter’s elementary school. called the selection an “unex-
pected honor.”

“You're being evaluated against the cream of the crop when vou

' See AIRMEN, Page 4

Pape sind of Damice.

 2ND LT, OALE GREERKyANG

Master Sgt. August Damico (above), Senior Airman Laura
Mabe (below) and Tech. Sgt. Christopher Mix will repre-
sent the unit in USAF’s Alrmen of Year competition.
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COMMANDER’S CALL

New year offers wing a chance to shine
while serving on worldwide deployments

t"s hard 1o believe that
it is January already.

[ seems like yester-
day thar 1t was sum-
mertime and we had

people deploved all over the world.
Luckily we had a relatively light fall as
(e ws deployments go, but starting Lhis
month we will go right back into the
barrel with folks going every which way
for the rest of the vear.

The vear will start out with a bang
with our major deployment to Germany
for Joinl Forze.

At the same time, our Civil Enginecrs
and some Services Tolks will go 1o Sil-
ver Flig 1o practice their trades under
simulated wartime conditions.

In March, our Special Tactics Flight
will have its operational readiness in-
spection, and the Airlift Control Flight
will send a bunch of folks 1o Guyana
lor a training exercise.

April brings Thunder over Lowsville
and our annual static display and
airshomw.

In May, our medical folks head off

to Brooks Air Force Base for their an-
nual field training. and we send another
Coronet Ouak package to parts unknown
to support Southern Command.

In June, the 205th Combat Commu-

Col. Michael L, Harden
{2 3rd Adrlift Wing Commander

mications Flight heads oul to Bolivia and
St Croix to support the New Horzons
04 exercise. and the hospial sends
maore folks to Tvndall for AFT.

June ends with the Aenal Port Squad-
ron going o Germny o partcipate in
o IMI]OT EXETCTsL,

Our firefighters also will deploy 10
Germany in July to help out the active
duty firefighters there.

August brings another Coronet Ouk

mission, and during the month of Oc-
tober we will start our Air Expedition-
ary Foree deployment to Seeh, Oman,
in support of Operation Southern
Watch,

This operation will continue until
Tanuary 2000 and will close out another
very husy year.

All of these evenis will keep us pretty
well necupied — and that s assuming
that nothing happens around the world
that could call For us to go other plices,

We are living in a time when contin-
gency operations such as Joint Forge
and Southern Watch are no longer con-
lingencies.

They are routine scheduled events
that we are expected o participate in.

Other things will pop up that are real
contingencies, and we will be expected
o support them.

I can't offer you much relief.

Al T can offer is my support and sin-
cere thanks for what vou have done m
the past and what I know vou will doin
the future,

Thanks Toads,

e £ sl
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KyANG NEWS

ABOVE: A dozen mem-
bers of the Kentucky Air
Guard are set to deliver
toys to needy children via
two-wheeled sleighs.

LEFT: Tech. Sgt. Mike
Mewman of the 123rd
Special Tactics Flight
provides a military escort
with his H-D 350CCT mo-
torcycle,

Ky ANG photos by
Sanior Master Sagt. Jarry Bockar

KyANG bikers deliver gifts

By 2nd Li Dale Geeer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

O Harles, o Henda, on Yariahe aned
Nuznki. .

Perbiaps il wasn't the most traditional
method for delivering Christimas toys
to eager tots, but o dozen Kentucky Adr
Cuard members sure creaed o huzz in
November when they mounted their mo-
toreycles o spread o litle holiday cheer,

The cyclists — including a4 Speciul
Tactics Flight member astride o military
Harlew-Davidson — left the base with a
trucklond of toys strapped 1o their hogs.

The dolls, balls, weddy bears and cars,
which had been collected on base

throughout the month, were deliverad
10 Pleasure Radge Park High School,
where they  joined  gilts thut had
been  gathered by nearly 4000 other
members of the Kentocky Motoreyvele
Association.

The presents were later distributed o
needy kids s part of the LLS, Marine
Caorps” Toys for Tols program.

“This s anice thing 1o do for the kids
of Lousville who don®t get much for
Christmas,” said Senior Master Sgr.
Frunk Cireen, who helped organize the
Ry ANG eflon,

“Ivs wogreal charity, and it gives us an
opportunity to have a lide fun while we
help aut the community.”™

Wing deploying
to Germany
for Joint Forge

By Ind Lt Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

The Thoroughbred Express is returning o
Crermany this month for Operation Joint
Forge "94, the latest airlifi mission designed
o suppor! Lk, peacekéepers in Bosnia.

The Kentucky Air Guard has already
served two major ratations af Ramstein Aar
Base ve part of the ongoing support effor,
bur this yewr’s deplovment has two crucil
differences.

First, the 123rd Airlift Wing will be the
lead wnit during 1s phuse of the operatnon,
which means 1t has command and control re-
sponsibility for planning and execution, said
Maj, Greg Melson, wing plans officer,

Second, the deployvment will be one of the
first rests of the Air Expeditionary Force con-
cept, Only two units — the | 23rd Airlifo
Wing und the Chio Adr Guard's 1790 Airdif
Wing — are pauticipating,

“Under the ald approach. there could have
been as many as 4 units and four dilfferent
types of aireraft involved, with equipment
and personnel coming fromeuch of those H)
units,” Nelson explained.

“Now, we're married with the 179 as
an wir expeditionary foree, which means we
will be deploved for contingencivs uy a sell-
contained puckage.”

This approach has a couple of advantages,
MNelson said.

“First, we get muliiple cost savings be-
couse both units fly the same aireraft. We
can mterchange aireresw, parts and logistics
expertise. That reduces the logistics trail and
eliminates the duplicanon of elfort that vou
get when you mix dilferene aireruft.

“Second, because we're not drawing per-
sonnel from 40 different units. we can haul
our own people and save money by avoud-
g the cost ol AMO strategic airlife.”

Approximately 400 KyANG members
and 2001 Ohio Adr Guard troops will deploy
tor Joinr Forge, with averase roltions last-
g - litthe more than 20 days. Kentucky is
contributing five C-1 30H aircraft 1o the mis-
sion, while Ohio will send three.

The operational portion of the Kentucky-
Ohio tour will run from Jan, 235 w Feb. 24
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Airmen named ‘best (_)f the best’ for 1998

Continued from Page 1

oo before that review board,” he said,

The second honoree, Mix, 1s NCOIC of
Base Fuels Traiming tor the F23rd Logistics
Squadron.

Among s recent accomplishments are
the development and implementation ol @
comprehensive training databisse thut allows
For redl-time tracking of traiming schedules,

CHY hasee, Mix mentors middle school stu-
dents when he's nol working as a product
manager at Commins Engine Co.

“Imsurprised 1 won. actually,” the ser-
geunt saicd. " m guite lattered w have been
chosen, considering how many good people
1 was competing against.”

His commander, Maj, Johnnmy Jones, re-
cently assumed command of the 123 Logis-
tics Squacdron amed 15 still getting to know his
troops, but s already formed o high opin-
iom ol Wix,

“T was guite impressed with whal this
young man has secomplished,” Jones saud,
*He's g tremendous assel tw the section.”

The final selectee. Muabe, 15 @ cargo air
litt handler for the |23 Acrial Pont Squad-
ron,

She came o the Acrial Partas anew cn-
tistee wod las been with the unit ever sinee,
While working at Ramslein Air Base, Ger-
many, she received a letter of outstanding
perlormance for her duly,

Her Huency in German alsowas o big help
tor the unil while at Ramstein.

“I was really kind of shocked when |
heurd | won,” said Mabe, who is a sules man-
ager for Sun Solutionswhen she's not wear-
ing BDUs. “There were a lot of good air-
men | was competing againsl.”

She attributed some of her success 10 the
supportive environment she feels at her unit.

“I enjoyv being here with the Acrial Port

L

MASTER ST CHARLES EIMF‘EDN'K}.I.’I.NEE.

Tech. Sgt. Christopher Mix developed a new database that allows for real-
time tracking of training schedules in the Base Fuels section.

— 78 like o big familye 1 vou ever need
help with anything, you can ulways ask and
someone will always offer 1o help you, |
lowe it back here, amd | owouldn't wanl to
e anywhere else.”

The wirman also is active in the conimu-
iy, volunieering e time 164 prison min-
1stry that puts together Christmas packages
for the children of incarceraied parents.

Mube s commander. Lt Col, Bab Abel,
said he doesn’t think he could have found
anyone more deserving of the award.

“She's pone out of her way 1o be an up-

front. take-charge type af person.”™ he said.
“She does the little things that add ap. Her
performunce and attitude shine through. She's
being targeted for bigger and betler things in
lwer career, andd | think she's going (0 go 4
lomy way”

Mube has passed the Air Force (ticer
Culifving Test and has been selected Tor a
possihle commission in the Tulure,

Ao awerdy ceremony Us seheduled for
Aprit 10 e Wessdhanven Coneniey il to hewrinr
the selectees, For iiforawation, coatact Claef
Muster Sot. David Orange at cxt, 4465, T

The Kentucky Air Guard’s Annual
Bean Soup Feast and open house
have been scheduled for March 23
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The event, which is being orga-
nized by the KyANG First Sergeants’
Council, helps raise money to benefit
local charities like the Crusade for

Bean Soup Feast, open house scheduled for March

Children Foundation, said Master Spt.
Tim Atwell.

“It also gives friends and family a
chance to come out and see our
Facilities and understand a little more
about our jobs,” Alwell said.

Tickets for the event, which includes
a meal of bean soup, vegetable soup,

cornbread, coleslaw and potato salad,
cost 55 for adults or $2.50 for chil-
dren younger than 12 and may be
purchased from any first sergeant.

Organizers also are seeking
volunteers to help from March 22-26.
For more information, call Atwell at
364-9622. T
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i KyANG
Christmas

PHOTOS BY MASTER SGT CHARLES SIMPSOMN

RIGHT: Alex Rankin, son of Staff Sgt.
Carol Rankin, shares his holiday wish list
with Santa during the December drill.

BELOW: Santa got more than he bar-
gained for when two Mikes — Master
Sqt. Silloway and his namesake — both
piled on board for consultations.

RIGHT: The aptly named Emily Moel,
daughter of Senior Airman Jeff Noel,
proudly displays a freshly painted
Rudolph on her cheek.
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Holiday pounds got you down?

Stay healthy at new fitness center

By Senior Airman Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Staft Wriler

“Tis the season many guurd members
are wondering about where all those ex-
tra pounds came from.

It may have been ane too many rips o
the holiday buffer, or perhiaps 1t was a vear
spent in couch-potwtoland, but more than
a few of us would like to shed a little hag-
gage. thers would simply like o live
more healthtully.

Either way. the base [litness center
might hove just what you're looking for,

Tech. Szt Kimy Gholston, NCOIC al
the fitness center, said phveical finess is
crucial 1o accomplishing our jobs.

“IF we uren™t fit, we aren’t mission
ready,” she said.

The 123rd Services Fhight and 1230
Medical Squadron have spent the past
year working o amprove the fitness cen-
ter for guard members,

Previously, the facility offersd little
mare than free weights in the old church,
Mow, the fitness ¢enter has taken on o
whole new look with its relocation ro the
back of the Civil Enginesring building,

“More people should come and see our
new fitness center.” Gholston said. < think
et they would be really sumprised o see
Just hivwe nice it really is,”

In addition 1o free weights. the limess
canter now offers Naunlus and cardiovas:
cular equipment. as well a8 a lowel Toan-
ing service.

The two latest equipment additions are
a treadmill and rowing machine.

Fitness cenler stafl aren’t stopping
there, however: Plans to expand the new
Gucility already are in the works.

Ghaolsten says the poal 15 1o add a see-
ond room by February 1o create separate
areas [uracrobic equipment and weights,

Muany Guard members are starting to
take a personual interest in the gym,
Ghaolsten said, and several have donated
euTpIment,

“1had some weighis that were basically
Just sitting i my garaee inthe way, so
brought them in so others can get some
use fram them too,” said Stafl Spt. Perry
MeDaniel of the 123rd Security Forces

ER TN
-S5GT MARK RINESHyANG
Tech. Sgt. Greg Thompson of the 123rd
Aerial Port Squadron tests his strength
with Nautilus equipment at the new fit-
ness center.

TEGH

Squadron

“Ihe guality of the machines aver there is
eavellent. | 2o w another gyim oo, but | can
do uboot 30 percent of my workout here on
hase.”

Master Szt Shawn Bure, chicl of security
lorces, credited the Niness center with help-
ing boost his troops” job performance.

“The fitness center has had a direct impact
an people nomy sguadron,” he said, “There
has even been an increase in productivity, and
I think this is directly related o the [ness
center,”

All active-duty personnel, Guard members,
and their dependents over the age of 18 are
anthorized to use the Niness center, which is
open from 3 aum. o 10 pm. Monday through
Friday and 8 am. 1o [ pom. on weekends and
holidays,

Fose pore information, call Teelt. Spr, Moy
Decker ar exe. H420 ar Master See. Barry
Wriehr ar ext, 4678, T

Members may be
eligible for volunteer
service medal

Some members of the Ken-
tucky Air Guard may be eligible
for the Military Outstanding
Volunteer Service Medal.

To qualify, members musi
perform service that:

«Is significant to the civilian or
military family community

Produces tangible results

*Rellects favorably on the Air
National Guard and Department
of Defense

+Is direct in nature

The award is intended to
recognize exceptional volunieer
service over an extended period
of time, not a single act or mere
membership in a community
organization.

The service also must not have
been performed as part of a
military operation.

For more information, contact
Maj. Deb Foster at 364-9544. T

Club offering
redesigned card

The wing's Thoroughbred Club
is designing a new membership
card.

Retirees or current Guard
members who are inferested in
receiving one of the new cards
should contact Tech. Sgi. Ted
Schiess at 364-9614. T

W-2 forms
mailed this month

Guard members® W-2 tax
forms are scheduled to be mailed
by Jan. 15,

If you do not receive your W-2
by February 1, contact the
military pay office and request
that a duplicate be mailed.

Duplicates take seven to 10
days for processing.
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AIR FORCE NEWS

Confusion exists over wear of uniform items

Aidr Force Personnel Center News Service

RANDOLPH AIR FORCFE BASE, Texis
— The Aar Foree Personnel Center is receiv

g numerons guestions aboul the wear of

uniform items. apparently in response oo a
recent news release regarding uwmborm
clhinges.

The guestions indicate the existence af
widespread rumors and confusion about
sivme ol these lemes, said Stalf Ser. Randy
Larson, NCOIC for Air Force Dress ani
Appeariange.

“There are some rumirs circulaling
about several uniforny items that need o he
correcied o stop any mesmierpretation of the
mstructions,” Larson saicd.

“The rumors are about some relatively
new iems.”

Battle Dress Uniform siripes, the whine
cardigan sweater, blue cardigan swealer,

U-2 pilot sets new
altitude record

{AFPN) — A pilot from the Lst
Reconnaissance Squadron
officially shattered a 19-year-old
world record Dec. 12 when he
flew his U-2 aircraft and its
payload to an altitude of more
than 12 and a half miles above
the Earth’s surface.

Maj. Alan Zwick, an instructor
pilot at Beale Air Force Hase,
Calill, surpassed the previous
record of 28,513 feet set by a
Crechoslovakian pilot aboard a
Yakovley 40 in 1979,

Lwick actually broke the
Chech milestone just 12 minutes
into his nearly two-hour flight,
and he continued to climb for
another 46 minutes before hitting
an altitude of just more than
60,800 feet.

Brig. Gen. Charles Simpson,
9th Reconnaissance Wing
commander, summed up the
mission when he said, *This
record demonstrates out in the
open what we can and do achieve
on a daily basis.”

miess driess jacket buttons, green cloth jungle
booes wnd Gortex parka rank are the ilems of
highest concem

*RDL stripes: The correct BDU stripes
Lor wormen are-the 3 1/2- or d-inch chevrons,
while men are only authorized w wear the
4-inch cheveon. This change was made Oct,
Lo 1997, with the phase-out of the ofd chey
TETES.

=White cardigan sweuter: This sweater
My be worn as part of the maternity uni-
form indoors: however, since it is not con-
sidered an owlergarment, it must be worn
under an outerzanment when worn outdoors,

B lue cordigan sweater: This sweater mis
be buttoned when worn oulside.

=Mess dress jucket: I is rumored that the
buttons on the mess dress jacket must be
chiangzed from the Adr Force shield 1o the Hap
Arnold design, Larson said there is no re-
quirement for this change, but it s permis-

sible to buy the transformation kit and sew
o the new buttons.

»Cireen cloth jungle combu boots: These
hoots are still authorized and are nat
planned {or plase out,

*Ciorlex parka; Larson said the Air Force
has decided to go w a slide-on cloth rnk
insignia, to be slipped over the 1ab of the
parki. A comtract was awarded m luwe O
tober, and the condractor says they will have
the insignia avatlable in supply channels
by the end of this month, Members should
consull their major command s supplement
e AFT 30-2803, Dress and Personal Ap-
pearance of Air Force Personnel, 1o see it
they allow thit cank 1o be worn when it does
become available on their base.

Peapde with guestions ahout the Air
Force wntfarar may e-meall Larson
Ranedv Larsen@afpe randolpiafmil.

: ! |

Pay and retirement fix proposed

By Master Sgt. Linda Brandon
Adr Foree Print News

WASHINGTON — With the full suppart
of the president and Toint Chiels of Stafl, De-
[ense Secretary William Coben recently an-
nouneed @ proposal for significam pay in-
creases and retirement improvements in the
fiseal vear 20000 budiper,

Alr Force senior leaders Tuuded the Dec
2| announcement alter working closely with
Departinent of Delense officials 1o push Lor
el

“These changes reflect our commitment
10 the men and women who we've tasked
with a very tough but vita] mission,”™ suid F
Whitten Peters, acting secretary of the Air
Force,

The Depurtment of Defense’s pay and re-
trement package has three main parts and is
designed toatteact and retuin the tvpe of high-
quality foree credited with the recent success
of Operation Desert Fox,

The first improvement 15 a 4.4 percent
actoss-the-board pay raise for fiscal vear
20000, This would be the largest pay increase
sice TYSZ and is scheduled 1o be Tollowed
by unnual increases of 3.9 percent through
2005,

While this increase will not close the mili-
tary pay gapwith the civilian sector, it keeps

everyone slightly abead of private indos-
fry wage growth,

1w second improvement targets raises
tor noncommissioned olficers and mid-
arade commissioned officers. These would
range from one-halt of one percent o 3.3
percent.

The targeted pay raises are proposed o
take effect July 1L 2000 and are in additon
o the 4.4 percent raise evervhody receives
Tan, 1. 2000,

The third part of the puckage. improve-
ment of the retrement system, affects two-
thirds of the men and women in today s
armed forces,

“The retirement svstem that applies 1o
service members who entered after 198615
a mor source of dissatisfoction,” Cohen
s,

“They receive H percent of their basic
pay when they retire after 20 vears, while
members who hegan their service prior o
14956 receive 30 percent.”

“This retirement change — popularly
Known as ‘redux” — is undermining mo-

rale and it's hunting retennion,” Cohen said.
“Therefore, we are commitied to retum-
ing the 20k-yvear retirement o 36 percent of
base pay.”
The proposal (o improve retirement will
aeeompany nest vear’s budger submission.
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MILESTONES

Maddux retires

Maj. Rod Maddux receives a U.5.
flag from Col. Robert Willlams,
commander of the 123rd Support

Group, during a retirement cer-
emony held in November.

Maddux last served as personnel

officer for the 123rd Mission
Support FIt.

KyANG phota by
Master Sgt. Charles Simpson

Promotions and honors in the KyANG

The following service members
hawve bagn promated in the Kentucky
Ay National Guard and as reservisiz
of the United Siates Air Fores!

TO AIRMAN (E-2)

«Daniel Spradling Il,
122rd Aarial Port Sg

TO AIRMAN 1ST CLASS (E-3)

*Meghann Cotfey,
123rd Security Forces Sg.
Virgil Cook,
123rd Logistics 5q.
«Christopher Marriatt,
123rd Aerial Por Sg,
-Anthony Smith,
123rd Aerial Port Sg,

TO SENIOR AIRMAN (E-4)

«Seott Benningfield®,
123rd Aenal Port Sq.
“Walter Cosby Jr.”,
123rd Security Forces 5g,
«Jonathan Coulter*,
123rd Asnal Port Sq.
K.evin Dean®,
123rd Security Forcas Sq.
«Scott Dyer Jr.,
205th Combat Communications Saq.

<Andrew Fowler®,
123rd Aerial Por 5q.
Virgil Gipson®,
123rd Aircratt Generation Sg
«Samuel Rose Jr.”,
123rd Civil Enginzer Sg.
-Cathy Swift,
123rd Logistics 54,
Charles Wilding®*,
123rd Aerial Port Sg
«Craig Wiseman®,
123rd Civil Engineer Sg.

TO STAFF SGT. (E-5)

sTerence Cecil,
123rd Logistics Sq
-Christopher Jacksan,
123rd Civil Engineer 5q.
-Roger Nelson,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
-Danny Skagas,
123rd Civil Enginear 5g.
«lason Vardeman,
123rd Aircraft Generation 50,

TO TECH. SGT. (E-6)

«Elva Owens,
123rd Logistics Sq.
«Mark Rines,
123rd Communications FIL

TO MASTER SGT. (E-7)

-James McKenzie,
123rd Logistics Support Fit,
«Charles Simpsan,
123rd Communications Flt.

TO1ST LT, (0-2)

David Martin,
123rd Medical Sq.

TO MAJOR (0-4)

Mathan Mellman,
123rd Airliit Wing

The foflowing service member
has distinguished himsell and fis
unit by exceptional perfarmance:

-Tech. Sqgt. Al Staples,
205th Caombat Communications Sq.;
Distinguishied Graduate.

Air Mational Guard
Man-cammissionad Officer Academy

CORRECTION

“The promotions of these
servicemembars werg incorrectly
listed in the The Cargo Coufier’s
December issus.
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